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<?.   NOT   OBJECTIONABLE    DEGREES.
§   12-
 1.	the  deceased wife's sister. — In prohibiting a
man's marrying his wife's sister, the law (Lev. xviii. 18)
expressly adds tlie limitation, "in her lifetime."    It is
but  a  logical   inference  that,  when   the   limitation   is
removed, the prohibition, loses its force, and permission
is implied to marry the sister of a deceased wife.    This
is the undisputed view of the Rabbinical Law. (l)
 2.	uncle and niece.—While the law explicitly for-
bids marriage between nephew and aunt (Ley. xviii. 12-
14 and xx. 19, 20), it contains no prohibition for an uncle
to marry his niece.    The Rabbinical Law not only per-
mitted, but even recommended marriage between uncle
and niece. (2)

 (1)	Talm. Yebamoth 49a; Maim. Issure Biah ii. 7, 9 ; Eben Ha-Ezer
XV. 27.—In most of the Protestant'States of Europe, as also in every
State in the Union, except Virginia, marriage with a sister of a deceased
wife is lawful.   In England, however, it is regarded unlawful and incestu-
ous under the Levitical Law, and, strange enough, even a Jewish scholar
of our time, (Dr. M. Kalisch, in his Commentary on Leviticus (ii. 395),
defends the English view by the spirit of the Levitical Law.—In most
•Catholic countries such marriages are formally prohibited, but dispen-
sations are easily obtained.
 (2)	Talm. Yebamoth 625; Maim. Issure Biah ii. 14;  Eben Ha-E2er
ii. 6, gloss. — The permission in this case might seem inconsistent,
as the degree of relationship between uncle and niece is the same as
that between aunt and nephew.   Modern scholars have tried to explain
this in different ways.   miciiaelis, Mos. R., § 117, asserts that " Orien-
tals regard the niece as a more distant relation than the aunt."   evvald,
Antiquities of Israel, p.' 197, says: " Connections between the uncle and
the niece were allowed, manifestly, because here the respect due to" the
father or mother appeared to be less infringed."   philippson gives an-
other reason, based -on the principle which, according to his ingenious
demonstration, underlies the Mosaic Law on prohibited degrees; see
This Israelit, Bibel, second edition, i. p, C24.    Others, again, hold that

